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Abstract

In this research, a questionnaire survey and a participatory action research
approach were employed to study 1) the current conditions and potential success of
hand-woven fabric business in Mukdahan province; 2) opinion of producers, designers,
distributors and consumers for developing hand-woven fabric products to respond to
consumers’ needs. In-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and brainstorming were
conducted with two representatives from each sector: the producers, the distributors, the
consumers - including a representative of the designers. The questionnaire survey was also
administrated to 200 consumers, and 35 producers/distributors.

The findings revealed that

1. The current conditions and potential success of hand-woven businesses in
Mukdahan province revealed that the entrepreneur of hand-woven fabric faced issues in
terms of marketing, production, competition, and potential development within groups to
supply merchandises to serve the changing consumers’ needs.

2. Most consumers experienced using the hand-woven fabric for pha thung (Thai
traditional long skirt), trousers, skirts, scarves, clothes, shawls, and purchasing fabric for arts
and crafts. The survey respondents agreed at the highest level of preference for natural
dyed fabric consumption rather than chemicals. (X = 4.52, S.D.= .633). The respondents

indicated that they would like to see mandatory information standard presently in place

NsUsERMA I SsEAUTIALaLUILINR AT 13
2837
The 13 Hatyai National and International Conference



URDhenagmnirny
HATYAI UNIVERSITY

for fiber content and care labelling (X = 4.31, S.D.= .676). The consumer opined that they
preferred hand-woven fabric made from both cotton and silk (X = 4.29, S.D.= .661),
followed by a blend of contemporary and traditional design (X = 4.25, S.D.= .729). The
consumers still preferred high priced fabrics as a fashion statement (X = 4.24, S.D.= .789).
In addition, the consumers tended to purchase the hand-woven fabric with colorful and
patterned appearance, so they could redesign their own clothing. (X = 4.22, S.D.= .660)

3. The producers and distributing intermediaries were aware of the following
factors: the labelling or symbols of distributors or individual ownership/ producer shown
on the merchandise were at the highest level (X = 4.51, S.D.= .886), and frequently telling
the consumers of the products’ processing (X = 4.28, S.D.= .859)

4. The analysis of the needs of consumers, producers, and distributors revealed
that the consumers or users’ opinions were still mismatched with the producers/
distributing intermediaries concerning purchasing behaviors in terms of natural dyed fabric,
a blend of contemporary and tradition patterns, and purchasing expensive, well-designed
fabric. While manufacturers often produce according to their own aptitude and expertise;
and using ingredients that are readily available locally.

Keywords: Development of hand-woven product, Participation, Mukdahan
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